*    THE CORONATION    *

In London the greatest popular draw was the Hyde
Park Fair. Disraeli maliciously said that it was kept on
extra long to save the face of the authorities,, who had
not enough troops to get up a review for Soult, and
therefore pretended there was no vacant space. Be that
as it may, the Fair was a vast attraction. 'Lord* George
Sanger, the famous circus proprietor, was there with his
parents, and has left an account of how the showmen
saw it:

* As, of course, my readers are well aware, the* corona-
tion of Queen Victoria did not take place till a year after
her accession, and this enabled the planning of a great
many unusual festivities to mark the wonderful June
that witnessed the happy and epoch-making event.
Amongst others who planned were her Majesty's loyal
showmen, who debated all sorts of schemes during
their winter rest, and eventually decided that if leave
could be obtained a fair in Hyde Park would prove
not the least of London's attractions during the festive
month.

'Nelson Lee and John Johnson, the then proprietors of
the original and famous Richardson's show and the City
of London Theatre in Shoreditch; Mr. L. Watkins
Williams, a Liveryman of the City, who had a noted
restaurant in the Old Bailey and an interest in one of the
big menageries, and Mr. Samuel Algar, a "Wine and
Porter Merchant", as the style went in those times, of
the Mile End Road, took the matter in hand; the Queen
was petitioned, and graciously gave permission for the
holding of the fair.

The latter, the like of which has never since been
seen, lasted for nine days, the original grant of a week
having been kindly extended by her Majesty, and
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